JopLrosIeEy UsIIjIS9MA FUL 











OT “OM FUIeg 
aqiwd 
movasca ‘s -n 


Bh Gat Weak tee oe 


The WESTERN 
RAILROADER 


For the Western Railfan 

















Bakersfield & Ventura Railroad Co. 002 in downtown Ventura 
headed for Port Hueneme prior to 1911. Photo from Pacific 
Railroad Society collection. 
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Ventura County Railway's longest passenger train, Railroad 
Boosters railfan special, April 2, 1939 at Oxnard, Calif. 


VENTURA CO. RAILWAY 


The Ventura County Railway is one of the 
least publicized of California's short line 
railroads with only ten miles of trackage in 
and about*the City of Oxnard and the Port-Hue- 
neme area. It has an interesting history, 
and we are happy to present it. 


In 1907 construction was started on a railroad with the 
most impressive name of Bakersfield and Ventura Railroad, As 
the name indicates it was originally intended to run from the 
port at IIueneme to Bakersfield via Santa Paula and Piru Can- 


| yon, In 1907 when railroad expansion was at its heights, 


this plan was not nearly so preposterous as it now seems 
because the port at Los Angeles was ‘practically undeveloped 
and Ilueneme offered greater promise. 

Of the planned construction, however only the main line 
from Hueneme to Oxnard, five and one-half miles, plus bran- 
ches to DeBo and Petit to the east, seven and one-half miles, 
and to Patterson Ranch to’the west, three and one-half miles, 
were actually constructed, 

Originally a line went up "C" Street in Oxnard to First 
Street, but later the line was changed to run up "A" Street, 
Passenger service by gas motor cars was run from First and 
"A" streets to Port Hueneme, Six to eight roundtrips were 
run daily up to January, 1927 when passenger service was 
abandoned, There was a turntable at First and "A" streets 
to turn the gas motors which remained until the late '30s. 

In 1911 the name of the railroad was changed to the 
Ventura County Railway and control of the road was taken over 
by the American Crystal Sugar Company whose sugar beet fact- 
ory at Oxnard was served by the railroad. The railroad 





was used extensively to bring beets from the neighboring 
fields to the. factory. For many years the yards around the 
refinery were filled with cars formerly used in this service. 
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Ventura County Railway 001 and 002 - Pac. R.R. Society 


This did not mean the swan song of the railroad however, 
for the Port Ilueneme packing houses provided the Ventura Co- 
unty Railway with 1200 cars of lemons and 200 cars of beans 
as well as 75 cars of box materials annually. Recent huge. 
investments in the development of Port Ilueneme and the addit- 
ion during World War II of the Navy Base in the port area 
gave the railroad a new importance as a belt line between the 
Port and ihe Southern Pacific, 


As a sidelight we quote from the OXNARD COURIER of June 
§, 1911: 
"Articles of incorporation were filed by the Tidewater 
Southern Railway Company with the acknowledged purpose 
of constructing a railroad from Santa Monica over the 
Malibu Ranch to Oxnard.” 
Parts of this'line were graded and can be seen from the Roos- 
evelt IHlighway. No train ever ran on them. The Tidewater 
Southern building south from Stockton got as far as Hilmar so- 
uth of Modesto. With the Malibu line and a completed Bakers- 
field & Ventura Railway, all that would have been left was 
the easy gap from Bakersfield to Ililmar’to make a through 
line to Los Angeles for the Gould lines, 


The Ventura County Railway and its predecessor, the Baker- 
sfield & Ventura Railway, have not had as lengthy a roster of 
equipment as many short lines, The 001 was an inspection 
motor seating 10 or 12 persons and had a two cylinder Fair- 
banks-Morse engine. The 0602 was a four-wheel passenger motor 
seating about 30 passengers, It was powered with a variety 
of motors in its lifetime including a Chalmers, These vehic- 
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Builders photo of Ventura County Ry. 003 - Hali-Scott Motors 


In 1913 the 003, or No. 3 as it was later known, was pur- 
chased new from the Hall-Scott Motor Company of San Francisco, 
It had a 150 h.p. six-cylinder engine driving the front axle 
on the rear truck where gears giving four speeds in either 
direction were located, After 1927 it was used occasionally 
for switching freight cars when the steam engine was not 
available. It was retired during the 1940's, Two coach tra- 
ilers were once owned, One was scrapped in the late 1930's 
and the other, which came from the Central Pacific, was used 
for,a house by the former VC section boss at Camarillo. 


Ventura County Railway motor #3 at Oxnard, February 21, 1948 
- Richard J, Berry 
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Ventura County Railway engine #2 at San Jose yard of the 
Southern Pacific. Photo by John P, Carrick B 
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Ventura County Railway engine #3 at Oxnard, July 4, 1945. 
Photo from collection of D. S. Richter. 3 





The Western Railroader @ Page Six 





Ist 


2nd 














1 


1 


U 


Steam Locomotives 


Roster of Steam Locomotives 


4-6-0 Taunton #865, 1882 


2-6-0 Baldwin #27285 1/1906 


2-6-2 Baldwin #55415 1922 
2-6-2 Cooke #65276 5/1923 
Roster from Gerald M. 
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My Favorite Rail- Photo 





Ventura County Railway engine /1. A perfect engine picture 
by Gerald M. Best. 


VENTURA COUNTY RAILWAY and BAKERSFIELD & VENTURA RAILROAD 


Ex-San Pedro, Los 
Angeles & Salt Lake - 
56, OSL 518, UP-1031, 
Utah Central 22, Utah 
Central 6, UP 2nd 65. 
Acquired 6/9/05; scr- 
apped 1906. 
Bought new as Bakers- 
field & Ventura #1 
50- 16¢24-86000 
Ex-Cascade Timber Co. 
#107, acquired 1943, 
Ex-Lamm Lumber Co. 
i4 acquired 1944, 
est 











Ventura County Railway's third #1, a General Electric 70-ton 
diesel-electric switcher purchased after World War II to 


replace steam power, It is believed that only the #3 remains 


as stand-by of the steam locomotives, Photo from General 
Electric Company. ‘ 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


We wish to thank the Pacific Railroad Society, Los 
Angeles, California, for furnishing material published-in 
Railroad Boosters SPECIAL REPORT No, 6, issued July 27, 
1941 on the occasion of a railfan excursion over the Vent- 
ura County Railway. Thanks also to Ralph Melching; Gerald 


M. Best, Richard J. Berry Robert Carlson, Douglas S. Richter, 


John P. Carrick and the General Electric Company. 
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VERTURA COUNTY RAILWAY COMPARY. 
W. N. Wiips, President, Denver, Colo. | — 
H. E. Zrrxowsx«t, Vice-President, | J. B. Haypen, Asst. Treasurer, | Ventura Coun 
Denver, Colo. Denver, Colo. | | Brescia A ccssaye A aaa 
J W. Roonay, Vice-Presidentand | W.E.Lex,Asst Treasurer, | | <eigntpinintidincnes 
General Manager, Oxnard, Cal. Oxnard, Cal.|| i Ne . sckteisncnseinersaciel Boston Bldg. 
W. E. Kraven, F. J. Ruswan, Traffic Manager, || eo Zrvnowsar, Vice-President Se eee ae { Denver. Coi, 
Sec'y-Treasurer, Denver, Cojo Denver, Colo.|| | BA thy enny pdr Manager... Cnt hg 
R H.G Auditor, . A. Summerton, Purchasing Agt., || | J. A. SumMeErto: x per we GEE g on Bidg., 
i} W. E. Lee, Assistant Treasurer................... oe . 
Freight Serviceonly. E. E. Merrri., Auditor Beaton tive. 
— ———$—————————— F. J. Resuan, Traffic Manager..... Keaphawe ; Denver. Col. | 
Mil Miles. Miles of road operated, 10.2, . 4 ft. . Equi ow | 
files iles. i tives (oll burning) & fer 16 gauge, 4 ft. 8% in ipment Locome | 
— — j Freight cars owned are not employed in Commercial Service and do nel 
i. | || leave our line. | 
Oxnard’ ..........cccceeeee © |/Oxmard’.......ccereeveeees ° | . 
| Connection—With Southern Pacific Co. at Oxnard, Cal. Oct., 1018 
Port Hueneme... -| g-¢ || Wilds.... —_— = 
Connection— ‘With Southern Pacific Lines. _ November, 1947. _|| 


















